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•• Objects of pity. What happened when it was 
time to read aloud in class? How did you feel 
when these students were asked to present 
projects in class and had difficulty with the 
speech and language aspects of their presen-
tation? Were you uncomfortable? Did you 
feel sorry for them?

•• A rewarding source of humor. Have you 
ever laughed at jokes or imitations of these 
individuals behind their backs? Have you 
laughed at the “humor” created by the speech 
and language disorders of cartoon characters 
such as Tweety Bird, Sylvester, Elmer Fudd, 
Porky Pig, and Donald Duck? Would it be 
funny to you if you had the same speech and 
language impairment as one of these cartoon 
characters?

Educational programming and intervention for 
students with speech and language impairments 
have been available since the early twentieth cen-
tury. In 1910, the Chicago public schools hired 
the first “speech correction teachers.” In 1925, the 
American Academy of Speech Correction was 
established—the forerunner of today’s premiere 
professional organization, the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association (ASHA). Until 
the 1950s, school-based speech–language patholo-
gists had many titles, including speech correctionists, 
speech specialists, and speech teachers. Van Hattum 
(1969) credits a growing understanding of language 
development and skills in the identification and 
remediation of language disorders for the change to 
the term speech therapist. Students typically worked 
with speech therapists in large groups, primarily at 
the elementary school level.

As the profession continued to expand, and professionals in the field of speech and 
language disorders practiced in a wider variety of settings, specialists generally adopted 
a medical/clinical model, leading to the presently used term, speech–language patholo-
gist. Today, speech–language pathologists work in a wide variety of settings, including 
rehabilitation centers, nursing care facilities, health departments, and, of course, public 
and private schools. General and special education teachers work most frequently with 
school-based speech–language pathologists.

Prevalence of Speech  
and Language Impairments
Speech and language impairments are considered a high-incidence disability. 
According to the U.S. Department of Education (2015), slightly less than 20 percent 
of students receiving special education services are receiving services for speech and 

Today, speech–language pathologists work in a wide variety of settings, 
including public and private schools.
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